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If Mr. Yerkes's spirit gets a chance
to read the papers, he learns that
after-death roasting is not confined to
the lower regions.

-

The Brooklyn Times mildly hints

" that as Gen. Theo. F. Bingham never

really “set a squadron in the field,” he
did not earn an old soldier's privilege
of swearing as volubly as he does.

The legislator, like the worm, will
turn. Only the legislator seems “most
They that make the
laws for the State of New York have
turned on the railroads, and they are
now saying, “No passes, no legislation
on grade crossings.” The New York
Central has begun improvements in this
direction which will cost $1,000,000,
and of which the State should pay
$250,000, but the legislators say not a
cent shall be appropriated unless passes
are restored.

- ——

The utter failure of the Russian in-
surgents to even set up a pretense of
a Government anywhere is rapidly
divorcing the sympathy of the world
from them. They seem absolutelv desti-
tute of any gqualities of organization,
leadership or construction, and can
only burn, throw bombs and murder
until wearied and hungry, when they
subside into quiet. It is Socialism and
Anarchy shown in action, and the fall-
ure of all the anarchistic and socialistic
theories is demonstrated very conclu-
Bively. A

They have all they want of free coin-
age in China. Any Mandarin can set
up a mint, and coin all the copper cash
he can get the people of his Province
to take. The only limits on him are
the price of copper and the quantity
the people will take. Other smart
Chinamen have tried to get into the
business by buying in America the cop-
per already stamped out in plain disks,
upon which they would put thelr
“chop,” but the Mandarins have made
& regulation prohibiting thils, so as to
retain the profitable business in their
own hands. Our Treasury expert esti-
mates that there are over $16,000,000,-
000 of these coins In circulation. They
are strung 1,000 in a bunch, for trade
purposes, and there is no Ilimit to the
legal tender quality.

Now we are likely to find out just
how much of a man ex-Gov. Odcll of
New York is. He has been the target
for most of the Republican press of
the State for more than a year, and

accused of being and doing about
everything that a publlc man should
not. The faithful minority which

clung to him has been overwhelmed by
the Presidential-Senatorial-and-Guber-
natorial combination, so that it was not
& good third in the caucus, If Mr.
Odell is what his enemies sav, this is
his finish. If he has the force and
cliaracter that a man who has occu-
pied his position should have, he can
turn his present humiliation to greater
success than ever. We fear that he has
not those qualities. The revelations in

the =hip-building and Insurance fn-
vestigations indicate that he is only
any ordinary grafter who has been

feund out and cousigned to oblivion.

—e

An utterance on the =ubjeet of aerial
navigation which I8 entitled to more
than ordinary consideration is by Prof.
Alexander Graham Bell, who has been
devoting a great deal of time and labor
to the problem. and ha< just returned
from some successful experiments in
Nova Secotia, where he succeeded In lift-

ing a 183-pound man 30 feet above the |

ground. His apparatus was on the kite
principle, and he declares positively
that successful aerial navigation may
come any day, and men will be able to
soar after the manner of the eagle,
which utilizes the energy of the wind
against which it flies for its own propul-
sion, merely using it® muscles directive-
Iy. Prof. Bell expects that alrships pro-
pelled by engines will come first, but
later men will imitate the eagle's flight.
One of his own kites sailed =0 realistic-
ally that the eagles in the vicinity ot-
tempted to attack it
A very vigorous house-cleaning and
work of retrenchment Is golng on in
the New York insurance companies, be-
ginning with the XNew Year. The
Mutual Life has notified all its agents
that the Commission, after Jan. 1, on
deferred dividend pollcies will Le 60
per cent, instead of 75 per cent as here-
tofore. This means a reduction of hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars a year
in the running expenses. The Mutual
will abolish five large agencies which
are on the commission basis. Paul
Morton, President of the Equitable, in-
forms the agents that the rule against
rebating, which has been a dead letter,
will be strictly enforced, with severe
punishment upon any violation. There
is some talk of inserting a clause in all
policies nullifying them if a rebate Is
i accepted by the insured.

The rebels fired on Fort Sumter April
12, 18681, and the shot was not only
“heard around the world,” but it
seemed the knell of this Government,
which had been founded by Washing-
ton and his devoted soldiers and co-
laborers, and which had cost such an
infinitude of blood, toil and treasure to
establish.

April 15, 1861, Abraham Lincoln
called for 75,000 men to aid him in
maintaining the integrity of the Na-
tien, and 91,816 responded by enlist-
ing in the army. Substantially, every
one of these young men was in the
prime of life, and at the beginning of
a career which promised him a com-
fortable support, with competence at
the end. Every one of these relin-
quished this fair prospect, a while at
least, to give his best energles to sav-
ing the imperiled country, and the only
return made, beside the consciousness
of doing a patriotic duty, was a meager
pay of $11 a month, probably not a
third of the average wages of the men
in their various callings.

The emergency grew so lerribly and
so rapidly that May 3, 1861, President
Linceoln called for 500,000 more men,

and the public appreciation of the
crisis outran the President's call, for
under it 700,680 men enlisted. They
received $13 a month, but this was

even less of a return for the wages and
opportunities sacrificed than the $11
a month, since these men had to give
up everything else for three years, and
devote themselves solely to the cause
of saving the country.

Even this vast host of men was
found to be insufficient. In July, 1862,
15,000 three-months men were called
out, and July 2, 1862, 300,000 men for
three years were called for, and 421,-
465 responded. Aug. 4, 1862, 87,088
men for nine meonths were taken into

service, and followed, June 15,
1863, by 16,3561 men for six months’
service. Possibly a majority of these

shorter-term men were those who had
families or parents depending upon
them for support, and who, though as
patriotic as their comrades, yet felt
that they could not abandon their fami-
lies to the charities of the communi-
ties for so long a perlod as three years.

The pay of $13 a month would be
meager support for even one person
left at home. 9

Oct. 17, 1863, and Febh. 1, 1864, calls
were made for 500,000 more, to which
369,280 men responded.

March 14, 1864, 200,000 more three-
years men were called for, and 292,-
193 obtained. At that time wages and
the prices of all that a farmer raised
or a mechanic made were going up
rapidly, and every man who obeyed
the country's call had to sacrifice all
these for $13 a month, or less than the
merest errand boy or apprentice was
then receiving.

In the Summer of 1864 83,612 men
enlisted for 100 days. Thege were
largely married men, who felt that a
Summer's
that they had a moral right to take
away from the support of their famli-
lies,

The pay was raised to $16 a month,
in paper, but such was the deprecia-
tion of the currency that this scarcely
represented half the purchasing pow-
er of the $11 a month in gold of the
first three months’ service. The month-
ly pay was absolutely no consideration
in the enlistment, since it did not suf-
fice to furnish the men in the fleld with
the barest necessaries outside of thelr
ratlions and equipment.

July 18, 1864, 500,000 men were
called for, and 386,461 furnished. Dec.
1%, 1884, 300,000 men were called for,
and 212,212 furnished. 1

In all, the States were credited with
furnishing 2,772,408 men, under the
various calls. Reducing all thege
various terms to three years, the ag-
gregate is 2,320,272.

Every one of this incomprehensible
host of men made a direct and actual
sacrifice in order to serve the imperiled
country. Besldes glving his strength
and time, and daring the undeniable
and positive dangers of disease and
battle, each man made a rich money
contribution in sacrificed wages and
opportunities over the man who stayed
at home. No matter how generous
some rich men were iu their gifts to
the Government, no ma.. gave actually
as much of his wealth as did the man
who left his shop or his farm, with all
that it had to offer him, to shoulder a
musket at $13 a month. The rich man
gave a few thousands which he knew
le: could readily replace within a few

days In his profilable operations. The
man who took up the musket gave
from his little that which he could

never replace. His youth, his health,
#strength and opportunities were like
the manna In the desert. They must
be used to-day or never.

When all these facts are taken into
consideration, when it ig recalled how
the men who did not enlist prospered
exceedingly, layving the foundations of
great fortunes which thelr children are
enjoying: when It i3 remembered that
the total wealth of the country was
only $16,000,000,000 when the war be-
gan, where it is now more than $100,-
G00,000,600, all of which was only
made possible by what the soldiers did,
it would certainly seem that a service
pension of $12 a month to the survi-
vors of that great army for the few
years that yet remain to them s ag
small a return as the country can in
deecency make. It should be given at
once, while the need of these men In
their declining years is the sorest.

The Novoe Vremya of St Pelersburg
publishes figures which seem to be ofii-
clal of the forces sent to Manchurla.
There were 80,000 men already on the
spot when the war began, and there
was sent thither 20,000 officers, 1,270,-
000 men, 230,000 horses, and more than
1,600 guns. When peace eame Gen.
Linevitch had at his disposal 12,500 offl-
cers, 917,000 men and 270,000 horses,
This would make it appear that the
Russ=ians lost 7,500 officers and 433,000
men,  The difficulty about these figures
is that owing to the widespread and in-
curable corruption in the War Depart-
ment there can be no telling just how
many men, etc, were In Manchuria
nor how many were sent thither. Where
the returns show 1,000 men there may
be not 500, and some court favorite or
bureaucrat is getting the pay, rations
and equipments of the other 500, 17
the Russians had 1,350,000 men fn
Manchuria, their defeat shows that it
was the worst commanded army on the
pages of history. :

work and wages were all]

Justice Leventritt, of the Ohio Su-
preme Court, has made another decision
which adds to the reputation of that
judiciary for innovations, if not im-
provements, in the science of judica-
ture. Justice Leventritt’s decision will
be likely to meet wide approval. He
discharged from custody Archibald C.
Newburn, a traveling =alesman, who

was arresté:! by the railroad on the
charge of forging the name of George
E. Whitcomb on a railroad ticket. It
was a round-trip ticket between New
York and Indianapolis over the New
York Central, Lake Shore and Big Four
Railroads, and when purchased Whit-
comb was requested to sign his name
and to agree to sign whenever request-
ed. He sold his ticket to Newburn, who
signed Whitcomb’s name and was ar-
rested. The case has been pending in
the courts for several months. Judge
Leventritt held that the mere sale to
Whitcomb carried with it the right to
sign his name by any other purchaser.
This seems to bring a ray of clear, com-
ron sense upon transactions which the
railroads have surrounded with a vast
deal of mysterious nonsense. The pre-
tense of the railroads that there is some-
thing personal and individual about the
sale of railroad tickets which makes
tlieir being “scalped’ a crime will not
hold good in common sense and should
not in law. The railroads are common
carriers, and are obliged by law to
carry all those who present themselves
and in the order of their appearance.
It was absolutely none of the railroad’s
business whether the man who present-
ed himself for carriage was named
Whitcomb or Newburn. It had simply
contracted to carry a man of ordinary
weight and other characteristics safely
to a certain place. The name of the
man was immaterial. We have this
trouble at every National Encampment,
and there seems no reason whatever
for the vexation which the rallroads im-
pose upon those who attend. For ex-
ample, at the next National Encamp-
men they will sell a ticket to John
Jones at Goshen, Ind., to go to Minne-
apolis and return. They will put John
Jones through a whole lot of absolutely
unnecessary trouble in signing his name
and having his ticket validated at Min-
neapolis, etc., ete. In point of fact, it
is absolutely none of the railroad’s busi-
ness, and it is not even good policy for
them to make all this friction to pre-
vent Peter Smith from going out of
Minneapolis on a ticket bought by John
Jones, Even iIf John Jones does sell his
return ticket he Is not going to stay In
Minneapolis always. He will have to
go out some time, and when he does
he will have to buy a first-class ticket,
and therefore the railroad will, in the
end, get just as much money as if Peter
Smith had been compelled to buy a
first-class ticket in order to leave Min-
neapolls,  Justice Leventritt's decislon,
will probably have a good effect in miti-
gating some unnecessary annoyance to
travelers. ' ;
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GEN. BINGHAM AS POLICE COMMIS-

SIONER.

Theodore A. Bingham accepts the
position of Police Commissioner of New
York with a light-hearted confidence
that may mean ignorance of the rocks
upon which his predecessors have been
wrecked, or it may mean complete con-
fidence in his own powers to overcome
dificulties that were too much for
them. The police conditions In New
York are exceedingly onerous, and
there have been several good and able
men who have made profound mistakes
in deallng with them. Among these
was Mr. McAdoo, whom Gen. Bingham
supersedes. There is no question about
either Mr. McAdoo’s honesty or his
abllity, but he tackled a job which he
did not, and seemingly could not, un-
derstand, and although he worked
faithfully at it his failure was decided.
This is the more remarkable since Mr.
McAdoo was a successful lawyer and
made an unusually good member of
Congress, having served very acceptably
through four Congresses. Gen. Bing-
ham is a comparatively young man,
having graduated from the Military
Acadamy In 1875. He did good work
as an engineer officer and showed un-
failing tact, diplomacy and executive
ability as the Superintendent of the
Public Buildings and Grounds of Wash-
ington, D. C. He will have need of all
his best in his new position, and there
are countless friends throughout the
country who will wish him the greatest
SUccess,

The agricultural possibilities of
Alaska increase constantly. It is now
believed that she has a great future in

raising potatoes and bhees, Mr. A, E.
Herning has a potato pateh at Knik,
135 miles north of Seward, which

yields an average of 400 bushels per
acre of splendid potatoes. Samples
received In Chicago are of the highest
quality and large wize., It i8 saild that
the Tanana Valley is made up of soil
well adapted to farming purposes, and
altogether contains more good land
than many great States. The valley is
60 miles wide and 700 miles long, and
the Tanana Rlver, which is nearly as
big as the Ohlo, is navigable for deep-
draft boats for 200 miles. Chicago is
furnishing capital to build the Alaska
Central Rallroad, which will open up
a fertile country equal in extent to that
of Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark
and Scotland, and having the same
agricultural possibilities of those coun-
tries. Anything ean be raised there
that can be grown In the Dakotas or
Minnesota. It is expected that the rail-
road will run trains every day in the
yvear. Belween 1,500 and 2,000 men
are now engaged in constructing it, and
it is going on at the rate of 100 miles
@ year.
R NG SR, eI et -

As we have frequently sald, the Nor-
wegians are the most republlcan peo-
ple in Europe, and though diplomatic
exigenclies required the policy of sct-
ting up a Kingdom, it will be much
more genuinely republican than many
pretended Republics. The Norwegians
will have none of “Your Majesty,” but
address thelr Monarch as “Mr, King,"
precisely as we say “Mr. President.”
Haakon accommodates himself cheoer-
fully to the democratic spirit, and is to
be scen walking about the streetz of
Christiania In a most unpretentious
nenner, carrying his baby boy on his
arnl.  The civil servants of the staie
werr no uniforms, simple evening dress
after the American custom being pre-
gcribed for s&ate occasions >

- AS wWas 10 bé expecied, there is a vio-
lent reactidn from the measureless adu-
lation of Luther Burbank in the news-
papers and: magazines. How much Mr.
Burbank himeelf has been responsible
for the ridlculous claims made for him
iz not clear, but it must be said in his
behalf that probably very much the
most of it wis not warranted in any
sense by himsclf. 1t is the product of
half-educated and unthinking writers
who go into extravaganzas that make
Mr. Burbank skem ridiculous. The stuff
that has been, printed about Mr. Bur-
bank is distinctly offengive to all scien-
tific men, and particularly irritating to
other workers in the science of plant
culture and development. Undoubted-
ly Mr. Burbank has done a great many
creditable things, and he is working
along in a sehs[blo. practical, scientific
manner to achieve resulis. He is not a
“wizard” or a ‘“‘creator,” as his adula-
tors eclaim; Hhas not really “created”
anything, and is far from doing that
which would entitle him to the desig-
nation of “wizard.”” The agricullural
and scientific papers are now dissecting
him mercilessly as to what he has real-
ly accomplished. They say that he has

been going on in the manner of all
plant-breeders, selecting, hybridizing,
propagating by seeds, cuttings, divi-

siong, just as other men do. He has
been helped and hindered by the Cali-
fornia climate, which gives him a long-
er and more economieal working season
each year and hindered by the fact that
his products are those of that pecullar
climate and may not succeed elsewhere.
It is ciaimed that but two of his pro-
ductions have so far shown any real
value. One of these is his Japanese
plum, which was an accidental discov-
ery in a number of plums imported
from Japan, and the other is the Bur-
bank potato, which he developed before
he went to California, and which is
simply a somewhat better potlato in
many respects and for several purposcs
than other potatoes.

Patrick O'Mara, in the Florists® Ex-
change, objects very severely to the
“spineless cactus,”” which some wild-
eved magazine writer said was to “turn
the arid desert into populous plains,”
Mr. O’'Mara says that the spineless cacti
(Opuntia), while rare, are not un-
known, and that cacti have been for a
long time used as feed for cattle, one
method being to burn the spines off
and another-to cut them up with a ma-
chine. After 24 hours the spines will
become so soft that cattle can eat it
without harm. Mr. O'Mara also denles
Burbank the credit of originating the
white blackberries., Mark T. Thomp-
son pronounces the famous Shasta
Daisy a ‘humbug and the Twentieth
Century Dahlia no better. At the same
time it is freely admitted that Mr. Bur-
bank's enthusiasm in his work and the
publicity Which has been given it has
been of the gréatest service in attracting
the attention of thousands of workers
to that branch' of effort and populariz-
ing the study of plant growth and de-
velopment. E

President McCall, of the New York
Life Insurg;nic_g Co., got into a very
tight box in the [nsurance investiga-
tion, Over' 31,000,000 of the Com-
pany’'s money is gone, and no satisfac-
tory explanation has been made of
what has become of it. McCall said
that *“Andy” Hamilton could explain,
but Hamilton's explanation failed to
explain, Some of this sum was
charged up to real-estate, but the real-
estate does not appear in the Com-
pany’s assets. ;
sign, but he was not permitied to do
s0 until he made good part of the
money that was unaccounted for. He
finally promised on the witness stand
that if Hamilton did not return a cer-
taln part of the money or explain its
use by Dec. 31, he would make good
the amount. This referred to an item
of $£235,000. Hamilton did not show
what had become of this or offer to re-
fund it, and MeCall had to make good
his pledge. He gave his check for $85,-
000 and security for the remalning
$150,000. There still remained & num-
ber of trustees who had faith in Mc-
*all and wanted him to remain as
President, but the others were firm
and ne had to go. There were 19 of
the trustees who stood up more or less
strongly for McCall, but the remainder
insisted that the administration of the
Company had been so tainted by Me-
Call's operations that it was absolutely
indispensable to the future prosperity
of the Company that he sever all con-
nection with it. If this was done the
Company could appeal successfully for
business on the grounds that it had
purged itself of its misdoers and would
go ahead on a higher plane herecafter.
MeCall's health broke down under the
ordeal of the investigation, and prob-
ably he will be numbered among the
other physical and mental wrecks of
the revelations of 1905.

There are~many reasons why the
Germans of all classes should feel not
a liltle irritation against this country.
It is easy to understand how the great
land-holders, the so-called Agrarian
Party, should be hostile to this country
and fight the Introduction of our pro-
ducts. These can be supplied so much
cheaper that the rents of the land-hold-
ers are serlously impalred. Their ten-
ants shinply cannot make money enough
to pay high rents and compete with
free American grain, meats and frults.
Then, the Jarge and Important class of
millers has béen seriously injured in
thelr business by the cheaper American
flour. Minneapolis has hurt them every-
where. TFor a while they tried to save
themselves by a differential rate on
flour, but this Wwas not a sufficient pro-
tection. The latest blow is against the
shoemakers, As we all know, a large
proportion’ of the German pepple Hve
by making shoes, and every little ham-
let has its own shoemakers, who in
many instances follow the trade which
was their ancestors' for many genera-
tions. The American shoe is coming
in everywhere to take the bread out of
the mouths of these men. The Amer-
fean shoe §8 not only much cheaper and
much better than the German shoe-
maker can make, but it Is also a far
handsomer shoe, and the women and
stylish men at once began to be satis-
fled with no other. This is certainly
very hard upon the Germans, but there
would seem to be no help for it. It is
like It is In this country, where the buy-
er has supreme rights, Tt is his right
to have the besgi and the cheapest that
can be procured, and everytilng else
must bend to this : S

McCall offered to re-

For 400 years the people of Europe
have been earnestly seeking for a
shorter passage around the northern
end of the Continent of America to the
Indies. This quest has been the sub-

ject of innumerable efforts, of immense |
expenditures of money and of llmlllcssi
enterprises, hardships and patient la-'
bor. Starting from Columbus’s discov-
ery of the mainland, followed by the
discovery of the Isthmus of Panama.'
the prevailing impression was that the
Continent was about as wide as Mexiceo,
and did not extend very far to the
northward. This led to explorations of
the Northern Hemisphere, and the ex-
plorers being constantly misled by de-
ceptive accounis as to the nearness of
the great waters beyond the land.
Every one of the rivers on the Atlantie
Coast were often ascended in the hope
that they would-lead to a way across
the¢ land to the Pacific. Cuapt. John
Smith thought this when he was push-
ing up the James, and Hendrick Hud-
son was confldent thal the great river
which bears his name would lead him
to the *“South Sea.” The stories the
Indians told him of the Great Lakes
were strong supports of this  belief.
When he finally became convinced that
he eould not reach the Paclfic by the
way of the Hudson River, he went still
farther northward and explored Hud-
son's Bay. Honorsg second only Lo those
which had crowned Columbus would
come to the man who could find the
way directly from the ports of North-
western Europe to the Pacific, to China
and the Indicg. As the shape of the
Coentinent became better known it was
scen that the only hope for such a route
lay through the frozen Arctic seas, and
in the past centuries bold navigators
dared all the terrors of the hyperborcan
latitude in their searching. Our fath-
ers were thrilled with stories of Sir
John Franklin, and we have known of
what was dene by Dr. Kane, Capt.
Greely and other Intrepid navigators.
Now it appears that Capt. Amund=en
has at last discovered the Northwest
passage, and sailed directly through it
from the coast of Greenland to Her-
cules Bay, northeast from Alaska. We
have few particulars of 1his epoch-
making voyage, and Capt. Amundsen
scems much more interested in his
study of the magnetic pole than in hav-
ing demonstrated that the Northwest
passage really exists. Probably this is
because that after it has been found
it Is seen to be of no commercial value.
Apart from the difficulties of reaching
that latitude, the channel which Capt.
Amundscn's vessel—QGjoa—-followed i=
only nine feet six inches deep, and small
as the Gjoa was, part of her cargo had
to be thrown ouverboard in order to per-
14it her paszage. This pute a damper
on all hopes that the Northwest passage
ever can be made a competitor for the
anama Canal.

For a century and a half the sympa-
thies of the English-speaking world
have been strongly with the Poles. The
Germans and French have understood
the Poles better, and known that they
were incapable of conducting a Gov-
ernment or having their nationality re-
stored to them. As long as Poland was
independent she was a plague-spot in
Europe and a contlnual menace to the
peace of the country. Like other
Slavs, the Poles seem to be incapable
of governing themselves and need firm
masters. At the time of the Napoleonic
wars the Poles ardently hoped that
Napoleon would restore the kingdom
of Poland, but he knew too much of
them to attempt it. On the other hand
the English and Americans have felt
that

“Freedom shrieked when Kosciuszko

fell”
and that a great crime was permitted
in the dismemberment of Poland

among Prussia, Austria and Russia.
Periodically the Americans have con-
tributed to the aid of the insurgent
Poles and the English have been warm-
ly friendly to them. If there are the
men in Poland who can create and
malintain a Government now is their
golden opportunity. Uprisings in the
country have heretofore been crushed
by the overwhelming mass of troops
which the Russians could move against
them. In her present exiremity Rus-
sia has need all over the empire for
every soldier that can be trusted and
the Poles could strike for freedom and
independence with a pretty certain
hope that they could achieve their ob-
ject. Seemingly they have no such idea.
and there has not been the slightest ef-
fort to organize the Poles for a war

of Independence,
— ———

While there have been general re-
volts in all the Northern States against
the bosses and the machine, the one in
Kentucky, and which is among the very
worst, seems to flourish with its old
vigor. There has been a good deal of re-
belling in Kentucky and among the best
men in the Democratic Party against
Gov. Beckham and the machine, but
without avail. The machine decided to
administer a disciplinary lesson to Sen-
ator Blackburn, who was entirely too
friendly with the malcontents. Judge
Thomas H. Paynter, who has hitherto
not attracted any attention, was ge-
lected as the machine's candidate for
Senator Blackburn's seat, and though
there were several candidates in the
field the slate went through without a
hitch, electing not only Paynter but
everybody else that was selected by the
caucus. Paynter's success was so de-
clded that it must cow the opposition to
the machine for a while at least, He
recelved altogether 59 votes to 34 for
Blackburn, 10 for Haldeman and two
for H. D. Smith.

Rallway-rate bills, which will prob-
ably be known as the Dolliver-Hep-
burn RBill, have been introduced into
the House by Representatives Hepburn,
of Jowa, the Chairman of the Inter-
state Commerce Committee, and by
Senator Dolliver, of the similar Senate
committee. The bill gives the inter-
state Commerce Commission power to
establish a maximum reasonable rate
for any rate which it finds unreason-
ably high. The Commission is to con-
sist of nine members with a salary of
$10,000 a year each and terms of nine
vears. The bills differ In some minor
details, but probably the two bills will
be made to agree and combined into
one.

I —
Last vear was a record year for beer
drinking in Maryland and 1,000,000

barrels of beer were consumed, about
95 per cent of which was brewed and

out than this represents 592,000,000
generous drinks, which it would take a
man, who laid in 10 drinks a day. about
140.272 years to get away with. There
are 1,250,000 people—men, women
and children—in the State of Mary-
land, and this would imply that each
one of them took 474 drinks during the
vear, or about a glass and a half
every day. As certainly one-half of the!
population never touch beer and prob-|
ably three-fourths drink it very spar-|
ingly, it shows that a small part of the

population mus=t have a consuming
thirst. {
a ° |

It is questioned among :-:rh-nliﬂ-"l
tmen  whether  Capt. Amundsen  has
actually found the magnetic pole. Is

there a place and a small point where
the magnetic needle dips slmlght'i
downward? There is probabiy a wide |
cirele in which it inclines very sharp-
Iv from the horizental, but the limits
of thig circle have always been varia-
ble, and the declination of the needle
has changed from time to time accord-
ing to different observers. The prevail-
ing oplinion is, therefore, that the mag-
netic center is a shifting zone with
probably no point in its center where
the needle points perpendicularly
downward. If there is such a point it

is probably not stationary, but very
changeable.
= SN i B
How history repeats itself. ‘That of

two centuries ago is to be repeated ex-
actly in sending 30,000 of the destitute

for labor by the farmers of Virginia.

They will not be colonized, but dis-
tributed over the State among the
farmers. The distribution will be man-
aged by Virginia's Commissioner of

Agriculture, Koiner. and he expects
that the labor will be of signal benefit
to the State. The complaint is that
many of the negroes will not work at
all during the Summer months, while
the better class are being attracted
away by the higher wages paid in the
coal mines of West Virginia and Penn-
sylvania.

The youngest notary public in In-
diana is Miss Jessie Johnson, of Koko-
mo. She is 14 years old. She received
her commission last week, duly signed
by Governor Hanly and Secretary of
State Storms.

Mrs. Fannie Griscom Parsons is to
be the first person to fill the office of
Director of Farm Colonies in New
York City. She will receive a salary
of $2,500, The New York farm colonies
have raised all sorts of vegetables, be-
sides keeping the children out of mis-
chief.

A man who had a brief, exceedingly
foolish but picturesque career is now
dying in Franklin, Pa., with no com-
panion but his faithful wife. His name
is John W. Steel, but he was better
known to the world by his colossal fol-
lies as “Coal Oil Johnny.” He was 20
vears old in 1861, when his foster-
mother was blown to pieces while try-
ing to encourage a flre with coal olil
This gave Steel his nickname, a farm
under which there were oceans of ofl,
and a bank account of $600,000. He
had to wait a year to come into posses-
sion of his fortune, and he spent that
vear in plans as to how he would spend
the money. He was a very ignorant,
inexperienced boy, not even having
learned to read or write. When he at
last got hold of his moneyv he made it
fly in ways that were absolutely insen-
sate. He marched about the streets of
tewns bedecked with large bills pinned
to his clothes and scattered money to
everyone he met, giving $5 for a shoe
shine, $10 for a shave, and so on. He
gave his friends money to gamble with,
and once bought a hotel and presented
it to the clerk. In New York he hired
a cab, then bought it and presented it
to the driver. He would buy all the
champagne in a New York Hotel at
once, and fill a bathtub with it in which
to take his bath. It was customary for
him to present a $100 bill to every
goodlooking girl that pleased his fancy.
It did not take him long to dissipate
all of his fortune, and then he sold his
oil properties and royalties for a song
and soon woke up one morning to find
himself dead broke and without a sin-
gle friend. He had hard work getting
a job that paid him $1.50 a day. He
wandered out West, living In Kansas,
South Dakota and Washington, but
never succeeded in getting employment
that paid him more than $2 a day. A
vear ago he came back to Penusylvania
to die.

Comrade Increase C. Smith died of
apoplexy Dec. 30, on the Steamer City
of Atlanta, which runs between Savan-
nah and New York, and of which he
was Chief Engineer. He was born in
Springfield, L. 1., 67 years ago. and
when a boy of 14 was on board Com-
modore Perry’'s flagship Mississippi in
his Japan expedition. He served
through the war in the navy, and for
the past 30 years has been connected
with the Ocean Steamship Co. For the
past 15 vears he has been the Senior
Engineer of the Company. He was a
lifelong member of the Methodist
Church.

John A. McCall was born in Albany,
N. Y., 57 years ago. His father kept a
small tavern, and he received a course
in a commercial college and began his
life occupation as a clerk at $10 a week.
He entered the insurance business as a
bookkeeper in an agency office of the
Connecticut Mutual, and his intimate
knowledge of the business and execu-
tive ability caused his rapid rise. He
has been President of the New York
Life since 1892. His fortune is repre-
sented by millions, and beside a fine
city residence he owns a Summer home
in Long Branch the land of which Is
=aid to have close $100,000 and the
house and other improvements $400.000
more.

Randal Morgan, the traction mag-
nate, has started his young son to work
in the lowest office in his system, and
he is expected, in addition to his routine
of dutles, to learn street-car building,
running, and manlipulation generally, in
all their details. :

John E. Semmes, Jr., a great nephew
of Raphael Semmes of Alabama reputa-
tion, has been appointed a Second Lieu-
tenant in the United States Marine
Corps.

Alexander E. Orr has been appointed
the successor to John A. McCall as
President of the New York Life Insur-
ance Co., at a salary of $50,000 a year,
where McCall received $100,000. It is
not known whether Mr. Orr will retain
his Presidency beyond April 1, next,
when MecCall’'s term would have ex-
pired. Orr is a retired merchant, Pres-
ident of the Rapid Transit Commission
and a former President of the Chamber
of Commerce, and is a director in many
financial and philanthropic institutions,
He was born in Tyrone County, Ire-
land, in 1831.

James Hazen Hyde and James B.
Alexandér have resigned as directors of
the Fidelity Trust Co. and of the Union
National Bank of Newark, N. J. There
seems to be a general disposition among
the institutions with which they have
been connected to get rid of all associa-
tion with them.

Elliot Danforth, Treasurer of the
State of New York from 1890 to 1894,
and Chairman of the Democratic State
Committee during the first Bryan ecam-
palgn, died at his home in New York,
Jan. 7. He was born in 1859, the
youngest son of the late Supreme Court
Justice Peter B. Danforth, and ad-
mitted to the bar in 1872. He turned
his atention to finance, however, rather
than Jaw, and mingled in politics, be-
ing a candidate for Lieutenant-Gover-

sold in Baltimore. It has been figured

people of London to supply the demand |

Wyck, and was an .active supporter of
the movement to Bominate Judge
Parker. "
Mary MceDonald, a colored woman
whe claimed to be 135 years old, died
at the Home for Aged snd Infirm Col-
ored Persons in Philadeiphia, Jan, 7.
She claimed to have been familiar with
Washington's soldicrs at Valley Forge

in the Winter of 1777-'78. Rhe was
very vigorousx physically, and smoked
constantly up until nearly the day of
her death.

One of the =ensational episodes in

Mayor Weaver's campaign in Philadel-
phia was the arrest lnst June of John
W. Hill, Chief of the Filtration Bureau.
Hill has now been placed upon trial
for forgery and falsification of his bu-
reau’s records, and the indictment con-
tains nearly 200 counts. Very able
counsel is employed on both sides,

Brig.-Gen. Francis Fessenden, one of
Maine's most distinguished soldiers and
4 member of a very distinguished fam-
iy, died at Portland, Jan. 2, at the age
of 66. He was the third son of Hon.
William  Pitt  Fessenden, a National
character, 2 Representative and Sena-
tor in Congress for many vears, and one
of President Lineoln’s Seceretarvies of the
Treasury. Francis Fessenden graduat-
ed from Bowdoin College in 1858, and
was studying law when the war broke
out, but received a commission as Cap-
tain in the 1%th T'. 8, and recruited a
greal many men for the regiment, He
commmanded his company at Shiloh,
where he was severely wounded in the
arm. Upon his recovery he was ap-
pointed Colonel of the 25th Me., aud
commanded it during itg nine months of
service, when he received a commigsion
as Colonel of the 30th Me., which was
assigned to the Third Brigade, First Di-
vision, Nineteenth Corps. At Pleasant
Hill he assumed the command of the
brigade upon the death of its com-
mander., Col. Benedict. He retained
this until he was =0 severely wounded
on Cane River while leading the bri-
gade that his right leg had to be am-
putated. He made a splendid charge,
which insured the safety of Banks's
army, and was promoted {o the rank of
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, While
recovering from his wound he was on
court-martial duty, and later appointed
to the command of a division in West
Virginia and then to that of the post of
Cumberland, Md. He was next assigned
to the command of the First Brigade.
First Divislon, Hancock’s Veteran Corps,
and upon the disbanding of those troops
was on duty upon the board for the
examination of officers far colored
troops. He was on the Military Com-
mission which tried Capt. Wirz. He was
brevetted a Major in the Regular Army
for Shiloh, Lieutenant-Colonel for Mon-
ett's Bluff, and Colonel for the war, and
promoted to Major-General of Veolun-
teers, Nov. 9, 1865. He was retired
with the rank of Brigadler-General,
Nov, 1, 1866. He served as Mayor of
Portland at one time.

Rev. John H, Macomber, Chaplain,
U. 8. A, retired, has been recently ap-
pointed Patriotic Instructor for the
Department of California and Nevada,
(G.A.R. He was born In Essex County,
N. Y., Feb. 17, 1836, and when the war
broke out wag preparing for the min-
istry in Vermont. He was over-per-
suaded not tn enlist at the first call,
but at the second call he enlisted in
Co. C, 11th Vt. Subsequently this reg-
iment became the 1st Vi. H. A, and
Comrade Macomber, who had by that
time become a Corporal, was sent back
home with a recruiting party to get ad-
ditional men to fill up the regiment.
On his return he was promoted to First
Lieutenant, and the regiment was or-
dered to join Grant's army for the Wil-
derness campaign. At Cold Harbor
his company suffered fearfully, losing
37 killed and wounded in 15 minutes,
and Lieut. Macomber was struck on
the head with a minie bullet. With a
number of his men he was taken pris-
oner on the Weldon Railroad, June 23,
1564, and was for three months in
prison. Upon exchange he returned Lo
his regiment, and was severely wound-
ed in the assault upon Petersburg, April
2, 1885. Though a bullet passed through
his body near the groin, he was able to
return in 30 days to his regiment, to
the surprise of his Colonel, who thought
him dead. At the end of his service
he was promoted to Captain and put in
command of a battalion of the recruits
and others of his regiment, and sta-
tioned at Fort Foote, on the Potomuc,
below Washington, being finally dis-
charged in September, 1865. Then he
entered the ministry in the Methodist
Episcopal Church, joining the Minne-
sota Conference, and for 15 years la-
bored in that field, when he received a
commission as Chaplain in the Regular
Army, where he served 20 years and
was retired for age in 1%900. He now
makes his home at San Jose, Cal., and
has been a member of the Grand Army
of the Republic ever since its organiza-
tion in 1866. He was Commander Rus-
sell’'s first choice for the newly-estab-
lished office of Department Patriotic
Inetructor, and has {issued a stirring
circular to the Post Patriotic Instruc-
tors of the Department.
_._._...__...._.—

CONGRESS CONDENSED,

Sennte.

Thursday, Jan, 4.—The feature in
the session of the Senate was the swear-
ing in of Senator La Follette (Wis.),
who was escoried to the Vice Presi-
dent’'s desk by Senator Spooner.

The galleries were crowded at the
time, but soon emptied when the Sen-
ators took up a discussion of clerk and
messenger hire for the committees of
the Senate,

The question was on the repeal of a
resolution of Senator Kean, giving mes-
sengers to all committees not provided
with them. The Senate adjourned un-
til Monday, Jan. 8.

The House began the consideration
of the Philippine Tariff bill, Mr. Payne
making the opening speech. At the in-
stance of Mr. Sim= (Tenn.), the Com-
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads
vas directed to investigate the subject
of the abuses of the franking privilege,
this action being based upon an edi-
torial in the Post.

That portion of the President’'s Mes-
sage relative to Federal control of cor-
porations was referred to the Commit-
tee on the Judiclary, with instructions
to report the powerg of Congress In
such matters.

Jan. 5.—In the House the debate on
the Philippine Tariff bill was continued,
Champ Clark (Mo.) occupying the floor
for three hours in one of his character-
istic speeches, arguing in favor of free
trade, but declaring his intention to
support the bill as a step in the right
direction.

He was followed by Mr. Fordney
(Mich.), who opened the fight against
the measure on behalf of the beet-
sugar interests.

The House adjourned at 5 o’clock.

Jan. 6.—The House debated five
hours on the Philippine tariff bill. Mr.
Hill (Conn.) defended the provision

for the reduction of the tariff on to-
bacco.

Mr. Mondell (Wyo.) opposed the bill.
representing views of the beet-sugar
interests.

Mr. Lawrence (Mass.) explained the
position of the revisionsits of his State.
The House called upon the Sccretary
of Commerce and Labor for copies of
a report made by Marcus Braun while
Special Inspector to Austria, and ad-
journed at 5 o'clock.

The Senate was not in session.

The 26th N. Y.

Editor National Tribune: Kindly
publish a sketch of the 26th N. Y. and

oblige.—Dr. G. W. Gleason, Susque-
hanna, Pa.
The 28th N. Y. was organized at

Elmira, May 21, 1861, for two years,
and mustered out May 28, 1863. The
first Colonel was William H. Christian,
who resigned Sept. 19, 1862, and was
succeeded by Col. Richard H. Richard-
son. The regiment belonged to
Ricketts's Division of the First Corps,
Army of the Potomae, and lost 108
killed and 42 died from diseass.—Edi-

nor in 1898 on the ticket with Van

tor National Tribune. ;
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